Blooming
House

a nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the lives of
women experiencing homelessness.
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65 unique women

1946 bed nights

This is the number of individual women

The number of beds occupied in total (8

from all over the island who have

beds per night is capacity)

accessed Blooming House this year alone

56% average
occupancy per night

13 women we've
helped transition

This is the number of women we have helped
transition into their own housing this year

bloominghouse.ca

PO Box 963 Charlottetown, PE, C1A 7L9
902-213-9969
info@bloominghouse.ca
Open all week from 4pm to 8am

$194,900 funds
raised (approx)

This is the amount of fundraising
dollars we were so thankful to
receive this year

Our Story
Blooming House Women’s Shelter Inc. is a registered charity, nonprofit organization dedicated
to improving the lives of women experiencing homelessness. This shelter serves as a
low-barrier, harm-reduction, safe space for all women. Blooming House opened its doors on
January 25th, 2019 and now operates a 16-hour overnight shelter, 7 nights a week.
The organization has a small support staff team of 3 employees including an Executive Director,
Operations Manager, and Resource Coordinator in addition to an overnight staff team of 10
employees. In addition to these teams, the co-founders and board members volunteer their time
to oversee business operations and management.

Growth and Expansion
Blooming House continues to work in providing safe shelter for women as their core mission.
However, gaining an understanding of the underlying issues that are root causes of inequality,
violence, poverty, and homelessness for women in Prince Edward Island is also a key focus
area. Blooming House not only offers safe shelter, but they are also a key resource for
vulnerable women on PEI. They have expanded operations through the establishment of the
Resource Coordinator position which assists, supports, and encourages women in finding
suitable housing, accessing necessary services, and furthering their education. Through this
work, 13 women were transitioned into their own housing this past year. The Resource
Coordinator follows women on their journey beyond Blooming House in an effort to ensure the
guests remain secure in their housing.
An exciting area of growth for Blooming House this year was the expansion of their core
operating hours from 12 hours per night to 16 (4pm-8am). They recognized that the staff could
offer so much more to guests if they were open earlier in the evening. It creates opportunities for
guests to be at the house for supper, do their laundry, and feel settled despite the circumstances
they may be faced with. It also allows them to make appointments while still within regular
business hours.
Located in Charlottetown, Blooming House serves women from across the island including
Prince and Kings County. The organization relies on support from communities, local
businesses, government, and other nonprofit organizations. Blooming House would not be
where it is today without the generous contributions of the community. Any contribution,
monetary, volunteer, in-kind or other is graciously accepted.

Testimonial
“Thank you so very much for all of your strength love and hope. I feel certain I may have
chosen a different path if you ladies had not shown me a much better one.”

Board members
LIZ CORNEY
CO-FOUNDER & PRESIDENT, BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Liz Corney is the co-founder and President of the board of directors for Blooming House. She is
a mother to a new baby and a very busy toddler. She works full time as the Content Marketing
Manager at an IT company in Charlottetown. Her company sells software to nonprofit
organizations in order to improve fundraising efforts and overall good in the world. Her
educational background is in journalism, communications, and marketing and she has a passion
for nonprofit, volunteerism, and women’s issues. She has over 12 years of professional
experience as a consultant, a creative problem solver, and a strategic communicator in
business.
BRYNN DEVINE
CO-FOUNDER & VICE PRESIDENT, BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Brynn is a Business Analyst and mother of three. She is a part of the core Blooming House
team in charge of business planning and funding submissions. She is project-oriented, is able to
take requirements and plan a successful implementation. She has strong skills in engineering,
systems, and planning details. She is an expert problem-solver and is passionate about helping
vulnerable women.
ALICIA ARSENAULT
MEMBER, BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Alicia has a variety of work and volunteer experience in the realm of community development
and outreach and has been involved with Blooming House in various capacities since its early
days. She is thrilled to be on the Board with such a great group of people and is regularly
inspired by the dedication and innovation of the Blooming House founders. Alicia lives in
Stratford with her husband Shawn and their two sweet daughters.
CHRISTIANA TWEEDY
SECRETARY, BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Christiana Tweedy grew up on a family dairy farm in rural Prince Edward Island. She is a lawyer
at the Charlottetown office of Cox & Palmer where she primarily practices family law dealing
with a wide variety of family-related issues, including parenting, support, child protection, and
domestic violence. Her education background is in both business and law. Christiana is a
strong advocate of women’s rights in her job and society.
TOM KEELER
MEMBER, BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Tom is a lawyer practicing with McInnes Cooper in Charlottetown, and was called to the bar in
2012. He has a broad litigation practice focusing on securities litigation, commercial and
insurance litigation, and commercial planning and development matters, and has represented
clients before courts and tribunals across Atlantic Canada. Outside of work, Tom has served on
a number of non-profit boards across PEI. Tom lives with his wife and two children in Pownal,
Prince Edward Island.
MEGHAN VAN GAAL
TREASURER, BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Meghan Van Gaal is the Treasurer. She is a Chartered Professional Accountant who currently
works with the Province of PEI. She enjoys giving back to her community by volunteering with
many different organizations in various roles and in the role of Treasurer on not-for-profit
boards. She looks forward to contributing to supporting the vulnerable populations served at
Blooming House.
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